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I. Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 

fxT| the international application as originally filed 
| | the description: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 
pages 



, as originally filed 



pages 
pages 



, as amended (together with any statment) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I | the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



_ filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages : 



, as originally filed 

9 filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



3. 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language English which is 

I | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 
jx~] the language of publication of the international application(under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I — | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination(under Rules 55.2 and/ 
L - 1 or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

| | contained inthe international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international applications as filed has been furinshed. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



4- □ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages ^^^^ 
the claims, Nos. 



□ 
□ 



the drawings, sheets 



5. 



□ 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box(Rule 70.2(c)).** 



* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this opinion as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 J 6 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ' 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 1-°* 
Claims 



.YES 



NO 



Claims 
Claims 



YES 



NO 



Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-6 

Claims 



YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



So £ 2000-310372 A (NIPPON KOKAN PIPE FITTINGS MFG CO. LTD) 07 November 2000 
™ E ^°i" 146991 A MGASMO MECH CO. LTD, INOUE SUDARE KK) 29 M^OOl 
D3: JP 2002-174383 A (NIPPON KOKAN PIPE FITTINGS MFG CO. LTO)21 June *££ 

1. Novelty 

bracket. ° f Pr6Sent inVenti ° n reIates to a p5pe fitter clam P flxedI y installed between a female bracket and a male 

^^.^ ?amp of c,aim 1 comprised of a ring shape body having at least one allowance slit; at least one 
allowance slit extension portion protruding from the body to have an extended allowance slit. 

D1-D3 relate to a pipe fitter clamp installed between a female bracket and a male bracket. 

ta^.^^bA^SSi^ Sh3Pe b ° dy ^ all ° WanCe Sl * and toe «*» cla - of D3 

^SSS^SS^SJ^ * e PreS6nt inVenti ° n SinCe D1_D3 d ° DOt haVe allowance slit extensi ° n P-tions and 

I^H?npnHif u . bjec * matte K r . of * e claim } of »>» P^sent invention is considered new under PCT Article 33(2). 
As dependent claims, the subject matter of the claims 2-6 is considered new as well under PCT Article 33(2). 

2. Inventive Step 

~tena^^ 016 «"-* *~*». a »— ce slit extension portion and 

As the extended allowance slits provide sufficient elasticity, the number of the allowance slit can be reduced so that 
anra^ hoTd1ng1orce Pe * nCr6aSed - ^ °" *" h *™ S 6Xtended aU ° Wance sL P^s sUbSS 

A person skilled in the art would not be led from D1-D3 each of in combination of D1-D3 toward the same 
composition as the invention defined by claims 1. toward tne same 

Therefore, the subject matter of claims 1-6 is considered to involve an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3). 

3. Industrial Applicability 

ho 1 lding e force. inVenti0n * M fa PiPG i0 ' nt ind " Stry f ° r P rovJdin S a P ; P e fitter cIa ™P that have a more firm 
Therefore, the subject matter of claims 1-6 is considered to be industrially applicable under PCT Article 33(4). 
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